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Satire’s my weapon; but I’m too discreet, 
To run a-muck and tilt at all I meet ; 
I only wear it in a land of Hectors, 


Thieves, supercargoes, sharpers, and directors.—Poper. 








EXAMINATION AND ILLUSTRATION OF ‘THE 
MONARCHICAL PRINCIPLE. 


No. 1. 





The mischief attendant on every system of government 
anterior to the American revolution—mischief too dread- 
ful to be borne with in patience, and too palpable to be 
denied, introduced the maxim, now common in every 
mouth, that “GoVERNMENT 1S A NECESSARY EVIL.” 
This is no great compliment to pay to “ government ;’’ but 
it has helped to induce fools to bear with the evil in the 
false conclusion that it was “ necessary :’—though they 
could neither see why, nor guess wherefore. This decla- 
ration, at once the confession and the condemnation of 
European governments, is one of the grossest banes to 
human happiness that can be imagined. It has establish- 
ed despotism, and perpetuated misrule, to an extent that 
it wo ld have disgraced a herd of savages to have sub- 
mitted to. It has counteracted the advantages of the 
progress of science: and rendered the old age of the 


world a disgrace to its juvenility. Instead of becoming 
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wiser, and better, and happier, the European world has 
grown from folly to vice, and from vice to its inevitable 
concomitant—misery.. And as we understand by the 
term vice, all that militates against human happiness, we 
say the greatest vice is the recognition of the base and 
fatal delusion that ‘“* government is a necessary evil.” 
That government is, in Europe, an actual evil, we are 
not only prepared to admit, but ready and anxious to de- 
monstrate. But why should government be a necessary evil! 
We deny the necessity. We conterd that it ought to be, 
and might be, the SUPERLATIVE GOOD ;—the basis upon 
which the happiness of every individual in the commonweat 
should securely rest as the point of the pyramid upon 
its insurmountable base. Government, in its proper sense, 
is the coniroul of individual inclination within limits, re- 
quisite for the general well being of the whole. It is 
preposterously said that the individual right is surrender- 
ed, when the social compact is entered into. It might as 
truly be said, that a man abandons his defence, when he 
removes to take up a better position for his ultimate secu- 
rity. A man surrenders nothing by joining the social 
compact. On the contrary, he adds to every right the 
value of security, and diminishes a hundred fold the 
chances of receiving wrong. Why then should govern- 
ment, which should be nothing more than the dese means 
of securing common rights, be a necessary evil? Why 
should it be an evil at all? Where it is found to be an 
evil, we are bold to proclaim it is nu government ; and the 
evil ought to be removed, and a GOVERNMENT established. 

One can easily perceive that the government of Russie 
{and we might come nearer home) is an evil: and a most 
monstrous evil. An evil of such magnitude, that if a 
whirlwind were to sweep away all traces of its existence, 
by the destruction of all its agents, an immense territory 
would have reason to rejoice that it had been removed ; 
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and the world might hold a jubilee on the event. The 
same may be said of every despotism: for it would be far 
better for the slaves, who are ecalicd subjects, to return at 
once to the rudest siate of nature, to have no other shelter 
than the cave, no oiher food than what the forests and un- 
cultivated nature would supply—no other drink than the 
clear brook or the dissolving snow, with the enjoyment of 
personal freedom, than to be subjected to the manifold in- 
juries and oppressions by which their scanty pittance in the 
social state, (as it is falsely called) is earned. The savage is 
amen :—rude and unpolished he may be—he may occasio- 
nally want food, when tle chase fails him; but not half 
so frequently will Nature refuse to spread the banquet, as 
the oppression of the great snatches the morsel from the 
poor man’s board. ‘The savage may want clothing; but 
he will not be mocked at for the want of it, by those who 
have deprived him of the means of gaining it. The savage 
may often bear privations ; but he bears not half the load 
of misery, which social oppression heaps upon the mise- 
rable. There is no possible comparison that can be made 
between what are called the savage and the social state, 
in which the advantage is not in favour of the former, 
throughout Europe, for all who labour. There are, it is 
true, some who find all the luxuries of earthly enjoyment, 
with imagination racked to its highest bent to furnish 
them. They, indeed, will not envy the savage his ad- 
vantages ; but the savage may well laugh at the fools who 
remain in society to toil for misery, that others may enjoy 
the fruits of their labours. 

Admitting to the fullextent then, that government 7s an 
evil: and contending as strongly. that it ought not to be 
so, let us proceed to inquire what makes it so? In this 
inquiry, we must first ask, what ts the predominant cha- 


racteristie of government, as the word is understood in 


Europe ?—and, fortunatcly it stands forward too promi- 
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nently to be mistaken, or to be overlooked. It is the 
““ MONARCHICAL PRINCIPLE!’ Here it may be requisite 
to remark, that it is not necessary for the existence of the 
monarchical principle, that a palpable monarch should be 
seated upon an ostensible throne. The principle may be 
wrapped up in the folds of a president’s cloak ; or live in 
the actions of councils and senates. ‘The form in which 
it operates, is of little moment. Names are nothing ;— 
but in every place where the WHOLE of the people are 
not appealed to, for the choice of their own legislators 
and rulers, the cloven foot of the monarchical, or despotic 
principle may be readily traced in the bad effects produced 
upon the happiness, and the prosperity of nations. This 
baneful principle was as closely interwoven with the sys- 
tems, (miscalled republican) of Venice and of Genoa, as 
of Madrid and Lisbon. ‘It matters not by whom, by how 
few, or by how many, the rights of the people are usurped. 
It matters not how lightly the hand of a despotism may 
occastonally press. If the monarchical principle, (as the 
holy league of despots call it) is at all introduced, the 
whole is corrupted; and the germ of a bare-faced despo- 
tism is sown, and will rise to maturity. 

This principle may be defined to be “‘ POWER ASSUMED 
WITHOUT RESPONSIBILITY.” No human being ought to 
be trusted with such authority. It is a base desertion of 
the rights of man to allow it to be assumed. It is an im- 
pious outrage of the benevolent intentions of the Creator, 
to assume it. The poison-tree of Java furnishes the only 
simile to its fatal effects upon human happiness, and human 
virtue. The one it corrupts—the other it destroys. [ts 
effects are more or less rapid, as the principle is of more 
or less maturity in the capability of doing mischief ;—but 
the mischief is inevitable, where the principle exasts. 

It behoves us the more narrowly at present to examine 
this prenciple, because the parties interested in its defence 
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have become so audacious as to declare that it SHALL be 
supported—that their rights are the great objects of pre- 
servation ; and that the reghis of the people are mere 
boons held on the tenure of their good liking! In earlier 
times they were content to delude the multitude ; and they 
might stil have been content with this, but the power of 
delusion is past—Paine tore the curtain from before the 
mirror of the true science of government, and America held 
it up to the astonished world, which could not chuse but 
gaze; and gazing could not fail to be delighted. Then 
it was seen, that all the philosophers and all the sages 
of antiquity had been stumbling in the dark. Plato and 
Solon, Locke and Milton, were equally mistaken as to the 
true principles of rational government. They saw the 
evils which existed, but they could devise no adequate 
remedy. ‘To depose a tyrant king, was not to eradicate 
the monarchical principle of despotic authority. They 
knew, they felt this:—but the idea of the people really 
croverning themselves by the representation of ALL, never 
occurred to their imazination.—It was a spark of heavenly 
light reserved for the discovery of the present age ,—and 
the age should prove its gratitude for the divine favour, by 
ardently embracing what it offers for its advantage.— 
France was the first to copy the excellence of which 
America was an example; but man may preach and 
heaven may warn in vain, except the MULTITUDE will 
REASON. If they will throw their affairs, with a blind con- 
fidence into the hands of their leaders, they lend themselves 
to the introduction of the monarchical principle ; and it 
depends singly upon the virtue of those leaders, whether 
the people shall be happy or miserable ; free or enslaved. 
This is a trust far too important to be reposed in any man. 
Washington is the only individual who went down to his 
erave without betraying it; and the last sun may rise 
upon his tomb before his equal in forbearance may be 
found. 
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This reasoning is applicable in all cases ; but much more 
so now, when there exists a confederated band of despots, 
whose sole object is to maintain this accursed despotic 
principle against the reason and happiness ofthe world.— 
They have foregone their capricious quarrels between 
themselves, to war professedly against the reason of man- 
kind. They have met in Congress, and pubtished procla- 
mations of their intentions to suffer no institutions to exist, 
of which they shall disapprove. ‘They have declared that 
people have no rights, but what their rulers chuse to 
evrant. Nor have they merely declared this. They have 
marched armies of cut-throats into peaceable and unoffend- 
ing nations, and spread murder and desolation, to replace 
despotism upon a throne besmeared with human blood.— 
The heart that can hesitate to imprecate the vengeance of 
heaven upon such wretches—ihe pulse that does not beat 
with more than common ardour to inflict that vengeance 
cannot belong to MAN !—and he who is not ready to meet 
the loyal felon outlaws, with the sword, to enforce the 
contrary propositions, is only fit to swell the number of 
their slaves, and be made miserable himself, as the just 
recompense of lending himself to create the misery of 
others. 

The profound and accurate Jeremy Bentham, after the 
final subjugation of Napoleon, wrote thus :—“< The field 
‘‘of Waterloo will one day be pointed at by the historian 
“as the grave, not only of French, but of English liber- 
‘ties. In the Netherlands was consummated the conquest, 
‘not of France alone, but of Britain with her. What- 
“ soever has been done, and is doing in France, will soon 
“be doing im Britain. Reader, would you wish to 
“know the lot designed you? Look to France; there 
‘* you may behold it.”’ 

This language, from such a man, is strong enough to 


demand a little attention. ‘There were ample reaggus 
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to justify it: and the probability is in need of very little 
inference for it support. But the picture has since darkened. 
There were some faint eleams of light then in the perspec- 
tive. Alexander was called magnaminous. Frederick 
had promised his subjects a constitution ; and Germany 
thought itself entitled to the gratitude of the rulers whom 
it saved. It was not then generally known that the 
Russian Emperor hated liberty still more than Napoleon 
had done; because his mind was weaker, and he dare not 
look at the sun of freedom, against which Napoleon soared 
with all the vigour of the mountain eagle. It was not 
then generally known that the royal Frederick was a 
common trickster ; like the knave who told the simple 
girl whom he had seduced, that he would marry her, but 
carefully deferred the day, until grief had sent her, heart- 
broken, to the grave. It was not then generally known 
that all the professed liberality of the Austrian despot 
originated in his fears for himself; and that when his 
apprehensions were removed, his honesty would be pack- 
ed off with them. Louis was pretending to give France 
a charter. The Kings of Naples and Portugal were not 
then thrice perjyured, but there were still men who fancied 
that the mask of smiles and beneficence worn by these 
things, was mere deception, put on in a spirit of the 
basest hypocrisy, and worn with an intention to betray 
all who trusted. This is now apparent to every under- 
standing. ‘There they stand, in naked despotism, and 
dare to challenge the retributive vengeance of the world, 
by avowing their diabolical intenticn to reduce Europe 
to a common den of slaves. What was then doing in 
France is far less than is now threatened to be done every 
where. France was to have a charter, binding equally 
the monarchy and the nation. That charter has been 
annuiled ; and all the supposed security of the people has 
proved a farce. France is now as abjectly enslaved. and 
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as miserably misruled as under the old regime. The 
weight of the old debt is lessened ; but a new one, found- 
ed upon our funding system, will in a few years replace 
that blessing upon the necks of our neighbours. Ten 
years of war will suffice to load France with a heavier debt 
than she ever knew before—thanks to the facility with 
which fools lend themselves to the operations of knaves. 
The tithes of France have been cut down, but they may 
grow up again ; and in the triumph of the avowed inten- 
tions of the holy league of : , the church lands 
will be torn from the present possessors, and revert again 
to the maintenance of jolly monks, and portly friars. To 
be allowed to cultivate them as a favour, instead of being 
sent off to the armies, is all the proprietors can expect for 
their past impiety! And to this also we must come at 
last, if we do not buckle on our armour. All our advan- 
tages are owing to a revolution; and though our most 
gracious sovereign might be permitted to reign, if he 
would govern upon their principles, we must adopt the 
submissive habits of their slaves, to conciliate their for- 
hearance. The supremacy of the “monarchical pranctple’’ 
is theirabject ; and this carries with it the destruction of 
all that is valuable to a reflecting mind. How then should 
we treat the avowal that it shall be established? Pens 
are not adequate weapons. ‘The answer should be given 
with our swords. 

Matters have not proceeded in the direct road which 
the holy despots intended ; or they would have broug ht 
their monarchical principle nearer, in contact with us by 
this time. It was imagined that Spain would be quite 
contented with regaining her petticoat-embroiderer, and 
the re-establishment of the holy ingursttion. The Spani- 
ards were set down as mules who would not carry Joseph 
Buonaparte, because he had not been born in a royal 
xtable ;—but that Ferdinand would be acceptable to their 
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backs, no matter how hard he rode them, nor how furi- 
ously he spurred them. They had cried for Ferdinand 
when they should have cried for Freedom; and the 
despots thought they wanted the rough riding of royalty, 
as a necessary and wholesome exercise. Germany was 
known to be discontented ; but they would as soon have 
thought of a volcano bursting out at Gibralter, as a revo- 
lution for liberty in Spain. Luckily, however, some good- 
natured friend put into the Spanish King’s head to try 
whether his mule could be made to kick; and, using his 
spurs beyond all patience, off he went, over the mule’s 
head, into a ditch, where the people, thinking him mad, 
tied his hands and feet, and strapped him on the animal 
again, with guides to see that he did no more royal mis- 
chief, either to himself, or to others. Then came the 
Portuguese, the Neapolitan, and the Piedmontese revolu- 
tions ;—and the “ pacificators of the world’ found they 
had all their work to begin over again. This enraged 
them; and with less prudence than is usual with such 
men, they have spoken out fully their intentions ; from 
their conduct, the world may readily gather that they 
will fulfil them, if they can ;—and the world should re- 
member that it is not by saying “‘ they cannot do this,” 
and “ they cannot do that,’”’—that they will be prevented 
from doing anything. If the people of every state do not 
bestir themselves, far more than they have yet done, the 
despots have the game in their hands, and can do just 
what they will. 

Suppose Spain reduced to a despotism again; and a 
demand for the modification of the English system, bad 
as it is, were required by these animals, who still think 
it too good for them. The whole of Europe in a league 
to put down the existence of liberal opinions in England, 
with our cabinet well enough inclined to second them, to 
a certain extent, what could England do more than 
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Spain! is tt said, we have better generals? They might 
“« wish to prevent the effusion of blood,’’? and act as 
‘d’Abisbal, Morillo, and others have done in Spain. Oar 
dominant faction, fond of living in ease, might happen to 
think that a Russian army would make a very good police 
establishment :—and those who live upon the taxes would 
not care in what manner they were collected. It is cus- 
tomary to guarantee all who submit, in such cases, “ in 
the possession of their rank and emoluments :’’—and 
to secure these, we should not be surprised to see ten 
Englishmen run to welcome a Russian invader, for one 
Spaniard who has welcomed the French as “ deliverers !’’ 
Lord 
a Russian army an adequate security against any calling 
to account hereafter for the blood spilt at Manchester ;— 
and the Bridge-street-gang, a sort of English banditti 
of the faith, would hail them with rapture, as the best 
friends to “ Church and State.”? That such events are at 
a distance, is fortunate ;—but at what distance they are 
it is impossible to foresee. If Spain can be conquered, 
they are nearer than is imagined. If Spain can defend 
herself, we may thank her for being the rampart of our 
security. It has been said, that they cannot be base 
enough to attack us, because ours is an established in- 





— and the Manchester magistrates would think 


stitution, and they have recognized it. To this we answer, 
that the monarchical principle, to which they are disposed 
to sacrifice all other considerations, is base enough to prompt 
anything, however dishonourable, or unjust. Had they 
not acknowledged the Spanish Constitution? Had they 
not been indebted to it for the removal of their greatest 
enemy? Was it notan older constitution than the French 
charter? And was not Spain the only country in Europe 
which had a constitution? Have they not violated the 
independence of Switzerland, and commanded her to close 
the asvium which she afforded to the unfortunate? Do 
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they respect any law, any reason, any principle, which mi- 
litates against therr diabolical monarchreatl principle? Do 
they not, lo the full extent of their power, carry it into 
effect? If then they could molest us, why should we sup- 
pose that they will suffer us to remain in quiet? We have 
passed an Alven Act to conciliate them already: and by so 
domg disgraced ourselves to theirlevel. Will this concession 
satisfy them, when they have the power to demand more ? 
Nothing but idiotism could fall into so gross an error !— 
The demands of such men will run to the extent of their 
power. The wisest of us all are more apt to ask ourselves 
what we can do, than what we ought to do; but the 
monarchical principle leaves no man to any sort of wisdom. 
It is the bane of all integrity ; and suffers no reflection to 
grow in the soil where it is nurtured. Look at its effects 
in its offspring—the despotic race. Does the historian 
give us one who deserves the rank of man, and yet what 
vain antics they play, imagining themselves to be more 
than men. A Roman tyrant has been blamed for makine 
his horse a senvtor, but without reason. The lesson was 
a good one, and the people would have been gratefal for 
it, if they had taken it properly. ‘The horse was as good 
asenator as the master was an emperor; and the Romans 
should have followed up the hint, by sending the emperor 
to labour for his bread ; and if they must have had an 
emperor, they could have puta four footed ass upon the 
throne. Itwould have been far better than kecping a two- 
legged monster there. 

The world has now been blessed with the monarchical 
principle quite long cnough to enable it to discover if 
there were any good in it:—andit has had parasites enough 
to chronicle its merits, if there had been any to record. 
Yet the annals of all countries are very scanty in proofs 


of its value. ‘There is n vw before us a— 
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CHARACTER OF WILLIAM THE CONQUEROR, 
BY A COTEMPORARY HISTORIAN ; AND ONE WHO WAS 
PERSONALLY IN HIS COURT. 





‘The King and the head men loved much, and overmuch 
covetousness in gold and in silver ; and recked not how 
sinfully it was got, provided it came to them. The King 
let his land at as high a rate as he possibly could; then 
came some other person, and bade more than the former 
one gave, and the King let it to the man that bade him 
more. Then came the third, and bade yet more ; and the 
King let it to hand to the men that bade him most of all ; 
and he recked not how very sinfully the stewards got it of 
wretched men, nor how many unlawful deeds they did ; 
but the more men spake about right law, the more unlaw- 
fully they acted. They erected unjust tolls, and many other 
unjust things they did, that are difficult to reckon. A. D. 
1087, “ He [William] died in Normandy, on the next 
day after the nativity of Saint Mary, and he was buried 
at Caen in St. Stephen’s minster, which he had formerly 
reared, and afterwards endowed it with manifold gifts.— 
Alas ! How false and how uncertain is this world’s weal ! 
He that was beforea rich King and Lords of many lands had 
not then of all his land more than a space of seven feet ! 
and he that was whilom enshrouded in gold and gems, lay 
there covered with mould! He left behind him three sons; 
the eldest, Robert, who was Earl of Normandy after 
him; the second, called William, who wore the Crown 
after him in England ; and the third, called Henry, to 
whom his father bequeathed immense treasure.” If any 
person wishes to know what kind of a man he was, and 
what honour he had, or of how many lands he was Lord, 
then will we write about him as well as understand him ; 
we, who have often looked upon him, and lived some 
time in his Court. This King William then that we 
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speak about was a very wise man, and very rich ; more 
splendid and powerful than any of his predecessors here. 
—He was mild to the good men that loved God (i. e. the 
Clergy), and beyond all measure severe to the men that 
gainsayed his will. On that same spot where Gop granted 
him that he should gain England, he reared a mighty 
minster, and set monks therein, and well endowed it. In 
his days was the great monastery in Canterbury built, and 
also very many others overall England. This land, more- 
over was well filled with monks, who modelled their lives 
after the rule of St. Benedict. But such was the state of 
Christianity in his time, that each man followed what 
belonged to his profession—-he that would. He was also 
very dignified. ‘Thrice he bare his crown each year, so 
oft as he wasin England. At Easter he bare it in Win- 
chester, at Pentecost in Westminster, at midwinter in 
Glocester. And then were with him all the rich men 
over all England, Archbishops and Diocesan Bishops, 
Abbots and Earls, Thanes and Knights. So very stern 
was he also, and hot, that no man durst do any thing 
against his will. He had Earls in his custody, who acted 
against his will. Bishops he hurled from their Bishoprics, 
and Abbots from their Abbacies, and Thanes into prison. 
At length he spared not his own brother Odo, who was a 
very rich Bishop in Normandy. At Baieux was his epis- 
copal stall; and he was the foremost man of all to aggran- 
dize the King. He had an earldom in England; and 
when the King was in Normandy, then was he the migh- 
tiest man in this land. Him he confined in prison. But 
amongst other things is not to be forgotten that good peace 
that he made in this land; so that a man of any account 
might go over his kingdom unhurt with his bosom full of 
gold. Noman durst slay another, had he never so much 
evil one to the other; and if any churl lay with a woman 
against her will, he soon lost the limb that he played with.’’ 
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* Assuvedly in lis time had men much distress, and very 
many sorrows. Castles he let men buzid, arid miserably 
twink the poor, ‘he King himself was so very rigid: 
and extorted from his subjects many marks of gold, and 
many hundred pounds of silver; which he took of his 
people, for little need, vy right and by uaright. He was 
fallen into covetousnes:, and greediness he loved withal. 
He made many deer-pa.!s, and he established laws there- 
with, so that whosoever slew a hart ora hind should be 
deprived of his eyesigi.t. As he forbade men to kill the 
harts, so also the boars, and he loved the tall deer as if 
he were their father. f.ikewise he decreed by the hares, 
that they should go free. His rich men bemoaned it, and 
the poor men shuddered at it. But he was so stern, that 
herecked not the hatred of them all; for they must fol- 
low withal the King’s will, if they would live or have 
land, or possessions, or even his peace. Alas! that any 
man should presume so to puff himself up, and boast over 
altmen. May the Almighty God show mercy to his soul, 
and grant him forgiveness of his sins.”—IJngram’s Saxon 
Chrovicle. 

This is a very pretty illustration of the “ monarchical 
principle,” given with great simplicity, by a poor creature 
who had eyes to sce facts, but no head to make inferences. 
We describes this king, who had no more right toa single 
rood of land in England, than an ordinary foot-pad has 
to the traveller’s purse, as a scoundrel of the first order— 
destitute of all honour, and covetous toa degree which 
was aciual robbery! Yet this historian calls him “ a wese 
man, and very rich.” A rascal robber, who had filled 
his cavern by the extortions of his troop on the high way, 
would merit the same praise as highly. A wese man, 
quotha! Yes, having fools to deal with, be passed for 


wise:—but wise nen would lave gibbetted him on the sea- 


coast, as a searecvow to other sea and land pirates. He 
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was sulendid and powerful!’ No doubt! The dog that 
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should go about unmolested worrying sheep, would soon 


have a heap of fleeces io he upon _ebut if ine William 
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could have met with a MAN In England, his reign wouid 
have been called leng, if it had lasted an hour. * He 
was meld to the good men who loved God!’ Yes, because 
the hypocrites took care that their love of God should 
never luterfere with their base servility to him :—and the 
tyrant could not do less than well fill the land with monks, 
since they were tiie readiest instruments in propagating 
the slavish doctrines that were necessary to establish the 
‘ monarchical principle.’ However, it is something to 
the credit of King William that he wished to be the only 
scoundrel in his dominions. He made ‘ good peace’’ in 
the land; so that “aman of any account might go over his 
kingdom unhurt, with his bosom full of gold.’ This is 
the “ rare praise” of the conqueror’s reign; but we must 
pause before we give the monarchical principle any credit 
for this. In the first place, the experiment was never 
tried: and if it had, it would not have been success- 
ful, if there had been a thousand conquerors in the 
kingdom, instead of one. ‘The King’s avarice left very 
few bosoms full of gold to be carried about: or some 
rough outlaw would sooa have unburthened them. But 
the security is confined to men of “ aecount:” and this 
accounts well enough for the panegyric. But if it were 
true, what ought we to think of a raseal, who took money 
from his people “ by right and unright,”’ for punishing a 
meaner thief’ It is merely an illustration of the proverb 
that two of a trade seldom agree. The more the litle 
thief got, the less there was for the great thief, the King. 
Elence lis hatred to thieves. ‘They encroached upon an 
avocation Which he desired to monopolize. We do not 
believe the statement that “ no man durst slay another, 


had he ever so much evil one to another.’ because we 
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have read there were men who ventured to rebel against 
this king’s authority ; but if it were true, we must remember 
that the conqueror was a murderer as well as a robber, 
by profession ; and he might think it a diminution of his 
sport, that blood should be shed by other hands, or at 
another’s bidding. It could be from no motive of humanity: 
for he desolated a province to make hunting-room; and 
this chronicler tells us he loved hares and deer so much 
better than men, that to kill a deer was punishable with 
loss of eyesight! Is it not horrible to think that a race of 
human beings, should have been content to crawl upon 
the earth at the mercy of such a monster, as this first 
destroyer of the English constitution, and the planter of 
the monstrous monarchical principle in its stead? By 
degrees this monstrosity has been pared down, and sub- 
divided so much, that it is difficult to say how much of 
the despotic principle remains here ; or into what hands 
the various subdivisions have fallen:—but the portion in 
the hands of the boroughmongers alone—which produces 
the vitiation of the representation of the people—is quite 
enough to induce us to set about removing what of its 
pernicious effects are left amongst us, before they reach 
a maturer growth, by the assistance of foreign cultcvators. 

It would have been a task of some service to the world, 
to have collected all the documents published by the con- 
tinental despots, since the Holy Alliance was formed, to 
record their infamous declarations against the peace of 
mankind. This we had some thoughts of doing; but we 
deemed the folly of such declarations would be a sufficient 
antidote to their wickedness, and not merely put the world 
upon its guard, but rouse it to adopt some specific means 
of resistance. Every state which has any portion of free- 
dom to lose is menaced. Nor is America free from the 
nienace, though she may deem herself removed from the 
danger ; but she should remember that the old world is 
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still powerful enough, if not again toconquer, at least to 
desolate the new. At the close of the war with Napoleon 
in 1814, the idea of the conquest of America was seriously 
entertained by the British cabinet ; and it was, we believe, 
a question as to what prince should be sent out with 
the title of king, “after the president was put down ;’’ 
an event which Dr. Slop, then the editor of the Times, 
deemed nearly certain. If England could entertain the hope 
of putting down republicanism inthe United States, in 1814, 
what may not enter intothe unsettled brains of such mad- 
men as Alexander and Chateaubriand, when they have 
completed the restoration of despotism on the continent, and 
engaged the British Government as a party to their views. 
The question of success or failure is another matter ; but 
should we leave a lunatic witha firebrand in his hand, be- 
cause he might be seized and bound, before he had burnt 
half the town ? A confederacy of despots demands more than 
a union of the states pretending to be free! The cause is 
a common one. When principles are put forth which en- 
danger states in their application, the injured party should 
demand explauation as promptly as it would fora military 
or naval outrage upon its flag. The European Manifestoe 
in favourof the monarchical principle should have been re- 
plied to by America as the head of the republican confede- 
ration; and to such a replication she will be driven at last 
if the people of Europe do not transport some of the mad- 
men who plague them. We shall now give a specimen 
or two of the mode in which the monarchical principle is 
operating politically on the continent. The following is 
the effect produced upon the endependent Cantons of Swit- 
zerland, by the mandates of the Holy Allies. 
Switzerland, July 23. 
“In the Sixth Sitting of the Diet, the Coinmittee appointed.to ex- 
amine the measures to be adopted relative to the Press and to Fo- 
reigners, presented acircumstapual Report, which is to be immedi- 


ately communicated to all the Cantonal Governments. If, on the 
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ene hand, the committee found, in the circumstances of the times, 
sufficient motives to adopt prudent and general measures of police 
on these two subjects, it expressed, on the other hand, the unani- 
mous conviction, that none of the rélations fixed by the Fedral 
Compact should be violated, or the sovereign rights of the States 
endangered ; that on this account a resolution of the Diet would 
not be suitable, but thata pressing invitation might be the most 
advisable. It accordingly recommended such a one, to the effect, 
that “ with respect to the abuse of the press, the necessary vigo- 
rous and satisfactory measures be adopted by all the States, to the 
end, that in newspapers, journals, pamphlets, and all kinds of pe- 
riodical publications, every thing may be avoided, in treating of 
foreign affairs, which may be contrary to the respect due to Foreign 
Powers, or give them just grounds for complaint, and that regard 
be had not only to the punishment of such transgressions, but above 
all to the prevention of them.” With regard to the police superin- 
tendance of foreigners, it recommends that measures be taken to 
prevent fugitives from entering or residing in Switzerland who have 
left their country in consequence of their crimes or interruption of 
the public tranquillity, and are pursued on that account ; and also 
of such persons, as during a regularly authorised abode in Switzerland 
shall abuse it, to carry on dangerous intrigues against the lawful 
Government of a friendly Foreign Power; or to trouble internal 
tranquillity, that entrance of foreigners shall depend on their pos- 


sessing valid certificates from their recognised local authorities ; 


and in the cases of those whose Governments have Ministers accre- 
dited to the Confederation, the certificates to be recognised by 
those Ministers. This proposal was unanimously approved, and 
the few Deputies who reserved the ratifications of their Govern- 
ments expect to receive it without delay.” 

This is the scheme devised by the despots to keep their 
intended victims within their clutches! and having des- 
troyed all of whom they entertain any fear, their next 
object is to prevent the creation of new enemies, by pro- 
hibiting the use of the press, without their especial li- 
cence. Next in order follows the proscription of all idea 
of rights on the part of the people ; and the establishment 
of the doctrine that nations are always to wait to see what 
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their kings will do forthem. C tms the followine ex- 
tract will form an illustration :-— 
Frankfort, July 27 

“The Report of some of the latter Sittings of the Diet havin 
been necessarily curtailed, when first given, on account of the pris: 
of other matter, we now return to them, to mention some intere:t- 
ing particulars. In the 20th Sitting, the Report of the Commi 
was read on the Petition of several Prelates, und Members of tl 
Equestrian Order in Holstein, upon whichthe Minister Preside: 
made the following observations :— 

“ A small party of the Prelates, and the Equestrian Order :: 
Holstein, has applied to the Diet, and represented how puinfo! 
their situation is, since they could not either be under the anc): 
Constitution of Holstein, nor securely expect a new Constitution 
The Petitioners do not complain to the Diet, nor do they expect 
any decision from it, but they have taken the liberty to represent 
their situation, that the Diet, without prejudice to the rights 
the Petitioners, may intervene between them and their Prince, iz 
order that, conformably to Article 56 of the Final Act, their an 
cient Constitution may be preserved, or, as they wre themse!: 
convinced, that it 1s not adapted to the present times, 
they may have anew one, in which regard shall be had to tl 
ancient rights. The Committee of Petitions has proposed to sh 
of the Danish Government a declaration on this subject. * His D> 
nish Majesty has anticipated this proposal, by declaring through 
his Minister that the ancient Constitution of Holstein not bein« ir 
force, the appeal of the Petitioners to the 56th Article could not 
be valid ; but that his Majesty, to fulfil exactly the 13th Article 
the Act of the Confederation would give a Constitution to the Duchy 
of Holstein, which, conformably to Article 55 of the Final Act 
shall have regard to ancient rights, and be adopted to the actus’ 
state of things. 

“ Since, by Article 55 of the Final Act, at Vienna, it has-b: 

le ft to the Sovereign Princes to regulate the Constitutions of the»: 
States, in an affair concerning the internal relations of the country. 
paying due regard to ancient and legally existing rights, as well 2s 
to present circumstances, and as his Majesty gives a formal dec! 
ration in this respect, it appears to me natural, that this Roy 

Declaration be communicated to the Petitioners, to make the» 
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easy, and that they be invited to wait for this Constitution with the 
confidence which the frank declaration of his Majesty ought to give 
to his faithful subjects : assuring them, at the same time, that the 
Diet, confining itself within the sphere of its functions, will not 
fail to take care, according to Article 55 of the Final Act, that 
this engagement be fulfilled. 

“ Such, in this case, is the final vote of my Court. There is 
one point more on which I think it necessary to declare myself. 

“Count de Beust proposes that His Majesty the King of Den- 
mark be required to grant a Constitution to the States of Holstein 
within a certain fixed time, and M. de Wagenhecim proposes to 
limit this time to a certain number of months. 

“ His Majesty the Emperor will never think it fit that lis As- 
sembly should fix a time to the Sovereign Princes of the Confede- 
ration for giving Constitutions to their States. His Imperial Majesty 
has the most powerful confidence not only in the King of Denmark 
but in all the High Members of the Confederation, that they will 
faithfully fulfil the obligations which they have contracted as such ; 
and His Majesty appreciates the prudence and the paternal care 
with which those affairs have keen prepared in the States of the 
Confederation. If it were as easy togive Constitutions as some 
modern writers fancy, then those Statesmen whom the Princes of 
Germany have entrusted with entire confidence with this great 
work, would merit reproach for their delays. But the instructive 
examples which the history of the age offers us should certainly not 
be lost upen us. Every day wesee Constitutions given, and we sce 
them disappear with the same promptitude. We see nations 
greedily catch at these Constitutions as the ideal of the greatest 
happiness on earth, and we afterwards see them feeling real satis- 
faction when, by their own exertions, or by fureign aid, they have 
delivered themselves from the Constitution which a perverse hand 
has obliged them to adopt. 

“ It may doubtless be objected with truth, that the ephemeral 
Constitutions which we have seen appear of late, where the cul- 
pable work of audacious factions, whose real object was not the 
happiness of the people, but the gratification of the ambition of 
the chicfs of those parties. 

“ But it is precisely in urder that the Constitutions which the 
States of the Confederation are to enjoy, accurding to Article 13 
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of the Federal Act, may really form the happiness of the subjects, 
that the great problem which the German Princes have engaged 
ty solve, is, to have regard to so many different interests which 
must influence this affair, and to remove the numerous difficulties 
that it offers. 

“ The considerate German, having regard to the prudent manner 
in which his Sovereign maturely weighs every thing, will not dis- 
trust the purity of the views of his Government, and the faithful 
German, grateful for these paternal cares which embrace all inte- 
rest will be still more attached to his Prince.” 

The majority of the Members agreed with the Minister of Aus- | 


tria, who observed, however, that as some of the Members wished 


eal: 


for instructions before they voted, and as the matter was not urgent, 
it might be left till the first sitting after the vacation to come to a 
resolution. To this all the Ministers agreed. 


The insolence of these statements, which are published 
“ by authority,” gives us an insight into the determinate 
nature of the measures, with respect to the end to be ac- 
complished. The press of a neighbouring state displeases 
them, and they order it to be put down. What hinders 
them from ordering the Brack Dware from being sup- 
pressed ? Because it is at present out of the limit of the 
circle of their authority. Switzerland was the asy!um 
of refugees. This displeases them, and they order the 
asylum to be closed against all strangers. By an arrange- 
ment with the English ministry to get an alien act passed 
yearly, they had before closed the asylum which England 
had once the pride of offering to the unfortunate. But 
America is still open. Why do they not ask her to close 
her ports against their intended victims? Simply because 
she is yet beyond their reach, and would not obey them. 
They dislike any approach to free or liberal constitutions 
on the continent; and they put their armies in motion to 
destroy them, and to murder those who entertain, and 
will not stoop to disguise, liberal opinions. They must 
hate the constitution of America quite as much; and 
sould teach it in the same manner, but they cannot. Is 
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it, however, wise to leave the knite in their hands, be- 
eause it cannot yet reach our throats @ or is it not an impe- 
rious duty, to assist all who are resisting them, to fight 
the common cause, and rid the world of such monsters ? 
hey are about to meet again. We are to have another 
Congress, aiother consultation upon the best means of 
doing the most mischief. Who shall say what constitution 
shall be ceuounced next’ Read, and guess, 
FRANKFORT, JULY 24. 

“ Ttis generally said, in our political circles, that the present 
tituation of the Peninsula will give rise to a new European Con- 
gress, to be tield at Vienna in the month of October next. 
ded, that not only the Powers of the first rank, but 
ukewise thuse of the second and third, will assist at the approach- 


yet 


ihe. object of this general asseinblv will be, to form 


ing Congress. 
mto Statptés the great maxims of the Holy Alliance, giving them 
the form,of a code, which will be recognised by all the States, as 
establishing the public rights of all nations.” 

4 f's1s a proposal to proscribe the constitutions of ail 
countries that do not form part of the satannic league 
ot tyrants. What says John Bullto this! The Holy 
Allves are goiug to spare ali trouble and negociation about 
.e modifies ‘ions of constitutions, by publishing one of 


premene 


their own, Which will (meaning must) be recognized 
by ai!ciates.”’ ‘This is going on in the right way! We 
commend them for this ;—and should like to be present-at 
ton, When the Russian Embassador shall wait 
on the American President with the copy to supercede 


Was hing 
the American constitution! This would be sport, indeed. 
! usly, however, they are capable of this folly, aud of 
y villainy into the bargain, that may be requisite to sup- 
sort it. Sinee they have begun, we do not wish them to 
pause. Let them promulgate their code, and declare all 
s,ates their enemies who do notsubscribe to it. This will 
bring niatters to an issue ; and we shall see whether the 
rowsER is on the side of the right or the wrong. We are 
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coming upon eventful ¢ames. The hour of trial is at hand, 
and God defend the right. 

[t is rumoured that in the British Cabinet there is a party 
which has so decided a predilection forthe “ monarchical 
principle,” in the worst sense, of the Holy Alliance in- 
terpretation of the word, that the proposed cade would 
not be very unacceptable tothem. ‘The fat Duke of Buck- 
ingham, (who has no occasion to dread the fate, of one of 
his predecessors, not having a head to be taken off,) has 
formally declared himself of this party; and current re- 
port names only two as having any very decided dejection 
to sucha measure. These are Lord Liverpool and Mre 
Canning ; but they have no weight, because they hang 
suspended, like Mahomet’s coffin, between right and 
usurpaiion, and have no chance of ever being able to 
move either way. When the “ great maxims of the 
Holy Alliance,” therefore, are formed into “ Statutes,” 
and the ‘“ code” offered to the “‘ recognition of all the 
States,” we have our doubts that John Bull must 
put himself into one of his passionate fits, or it will be 
accepted with great gratitude, and a bonfire made of all 
the copies of Magna Charter and the Bill of Rights ! 
We are all anxiety to learn from this promised code, “ the 
public rights of nations.’”’ We hope that the first will be 
“the right of punishing their kings and ether rulers 
when they betray their trust, or neglect theirduty.” It 
this right be omitted, all the rest will not be worth the 
reading, until THAT Is written in the margin by some 
daring hand. 

We do not by any meaas like the matter of the follow- 
ing document, published from the Horse-Guards. Its 
language does not sound well in our ears. 'We may be 
fastidious ; but we cannot bear anything that savours of 
the overweening wantonness of aathority. Our readers 
shall peruse the thing for themselves, and then we will 
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make afew remarks, on what may be called the spirit of 
the monarchical principle in the army. 
Horse Guards, July'26, 1823. 

“ Ata General Court Martial held at Bombay on the 1st of 
October, 1822, Lieut.-Colonel Wm. Robison, of Ilis Majesty's 
24th regiment of foot, was brought to trial on the fellowing charges, 
preferred by order of the Most Noble the Commander-in-Chief in 
India, viz.:— 

“ist. For conduct incompatible with the duty of an officer, in 
traducing the government under which His Majesty’s orders had 
placed him, by describing and characterising a public resolution 
and measure of that government, relative to Lieut.-Colonel Robi- 
son, as a military officer, as “an unwarrantable tyrannical exercise 
of authority, which reduces every officer in India to a state of 
slavery equal to that of the gentlemen in the Russian service ;’ the 
above malignant expressions forming part of the first paragraph of 
. adetter, dated 9th June, 1822, addressed and sent by Lieut.-Colonei 
Robison to, and received by, the Chief Secretary to the Supreme 
Government, and in which, instead of offering any explanation of 
his conduct, or soliciting any redress, he declares, that ‘he does 
not entertain the smallest hope of justice or redress from a govern- 
ment capable of acting as the government (as he therein alleges,) 
had acted towards hin.’ 

“ ad. For having pointed insulting and scandalous remarks at 
the Head of the Supreme Government, who was at the same time 
Lieut.-Colonel Robison’s miitary Commander-in-Chief, in the 
eighth paragraph of the above letter ; and in particular in stating, 
that he hoped the Head of the Government would promulgate that 
it ‘is resolved to turn any officer out of the country, at 24 Lours 
notice, who dares to publish a single comment or sentiment upon 
public affairs displeasing to them, no matter what motives actuated 
him. Ifthe government fancy it contains the least offensive matter, 
the writer shall be turned out of his house and quarters, like a 
dog with the mange, at the point of the bayonet, and left, sick or 
well, ready or not ready, to march off and embark for Europe, if 
the sea coast be seven hundred miles distant.’ 

“3d. For abusive and grossly insubordinate language applied to, 
and highly reflecting on, the Commander-in-Chief, in the tenth 
and eleventh paragraphs of the above letter, charging the Com- 
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mander-in-Clief with ‘taking to himself the peculiar merit of 
inflicting ou hima (Lieut-Colonel Robison) truly despotic, degra- 
ding, aud inhuman measures,’ and accusing the Commander-in- 
oe Chief of ‘more inconsistencies, acts of injustice, and barefaced 
abuse of power and patronage during his command of the army in 
India, than are to be found in the annals of military transactions 


for fifty years betore he came out to India.’ ” 





Whereupon the court passed the following sentence : 

“The court having maturely weighed and considered all that has 
been adduced in support of the prosecution, as well as what has 
heen brought forward on the defence, are of opinion, that the 
prisoner, Lieutenant-Colonel Wilham Robison, of His Majesty’s 
24th regiment, is guilty of all and every part of the charges pre- 
ferred against him, with the exception of the word scandalous, 
contained in the second charge, of which they do therefore acquit 
him.” 

“ The court having found the prisoner guilty, as above specified 
do therefore adjudge him, the said Lieutenant-Colonel William 
Robison, to be reprimanded in such manner as the ofhcer approving 
this sentence may think proper. : 

“The Court are induced to award this lenient sentence in conse- 
quence of Lieutenant-Colonel William Robison’s long and meri- 
torious services, and the high character which he has produced on 
his defence from the late Governor-General, asa confidential ser- 
vant of Government.” 

“ Adverting to the nature of this case, as it appears on the face of 
the proceedings, and to the character of the charges of which 
Lieut.-Colonel Robison was found guilty, the King was pleased to 
direct that the Commander-in-Chief should promulgate to the ar- 
my His Majesty’s sentiments upon the inadequate and inconsistent 
senteace of the court with reference to offences of which they had 
found the prisoner guilty ; and which were equally a violatioa of the 
discipline of the army, as they were a breach of that deference 
and respect due to the distinguished Nobleman placed in the Ingh 
station of Governor-General and Comman¢der-in-Chief in India, 

Upon these grouads the Commander-in-Chief deems it essential 
notwithstanding the death of Lieut.-Colonel Robison, whieh occur- 
red on the passage from India, to make known these His Majesty’s 


sentiments, 1 order to maintain that discipline and subordination, 
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so essential to the interests and credit of the army at large, and tu 

check any attempt made by inferior officers to set high authority at 

defiance, and to insult those who administer command in His Majes- 
y’s name, 


“His Majesty was pleased tu observe, that no instance could occur 
wherein a spirit of insubordination and of contempt fur superior 
authority, had been carried to greater length than upon the occa - 
sion which gave rise to this Court Martial, nor any instance in 
which the sentence of a Court Martial has been more calculated 
to encourage, rather than to repress, the recurrence of crimes of 
a nature so grave, and of a tendency so dangerous tu the Army ; 
for the rank and long services of Lieutenant-Colonel Robison, in- 
stead of offording a plea for the lenient, dangerous, and improper 
feeling shewn by the Court towards him personally, oaght to have 
been deemed by them, in the exercise of their duty, a strong ag- 
gravation of an offence against discipline, so extensive in its evi] 
tendency, inasmuch as the effect of such conduct upon others must 
produce an influence pernicious in proportion to the deference and 
respect paid to the character of the individual who offends. 

“Though the death of Lieutenant-Colonel Robison precludes that 
mark of the King’s displeasure which his Majesty’s sense of wha; 
is due to the Army might have led his Majesty to inflict, yet his 
Majesty feels it indispensable to the well-being of the service, to 
reprobate, in decided terms, the dereliction of duty, as a soldiet 
and as asubject, which marked the insubordinate and factious con- 
duct of that Officer. 

“ Flis Royal Highness the Commander in Chief directs, that the 
foregoing charges against Lieutenant-Colonel Robison, of the 24th 
Regiment, together with the finding and sentence of the Court, and 
his Majesty’s pleasure thereon, shall be entered in the General Or- 
der Book, and read at the head of every Regiment in his Majesty's 
service. By Command ef bis Royal ilighness the Commander-in- 
Chief. 

“ HENRY TORRENS, Adjutant-General.” 

It is plain this Court Martial thought the Lieut.-Col. 
in the reght. ‘They refused to call his language ‘“ scanda- 
lous,” which they would readily have done, as they ought 
if it had been false. ‘They, therefore, in censuring his 
conduct, as contrary to the strict discipline of the army, 
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almost declare his statements to be well-founded: but 
direct him to be reprimanded for the military offence of 
utlering Lhem. ‘Yhis, like a verdict of a jury finding an 
accused libelier guilty only of publishing, which nullitics 
the accusations of the indictment that the accused was 
‘‘ a seditious, malicious, and evil disposed person.” It has 
been usual for Judges to snub juries when they find such 
verdicts :—and to talk about leaving the law to the 
Judges ; but it is always a degradation to the bench 
to dv this; and Judges are beginning to be wise 
enough to see it, and to avoid the practice. The 
advisers of his Majesty to express any opinion upon 
this case have shewn a bad taste in this notice 
oi the affair, after the accused party was dead.— The 
matter might have been suffered to die too; for it dis- 
turbs not his repose to be rated at the head of every regi- 
ment as a factious and insubordinate officer ; though the 
censure Of the court martial for doing what they thought 
justice ii the case cannot feel to excite some dissatisfaction 
amongst its members. The accused was coming home.— 
He might have been subjected to“ an unwarrantable tyran- 
nical exercise ofauthority.” Such things have happened in 
ind‘a; and have been perpetrated by ‘* those who admi- 
nister command in} his Majesty’s name.’ We know 
nothing of the matter; but he might have had a good 
case, had he reached home alive, that would have justified 
the verdict, and vindicated the lenity of the sentence of 
his comrades ; and we dislike the feeling that could ad- 
vese such uncalled-for censure. ‘The sentence was quite 
adequate to the offence, for ought the King can know of 
the matter. We might say more on this subject ; but we 
have not yetdone with the monarchical principle ; and we 
may refer againto these documents, for illustration and 
reference. 
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TO CORRESPONDENTS. 





An arrangement has been made, by which the Bririsa Gaze1rve 
will be made up independent of the Brack Dwarr. The increas- 
ing interest of the Spanish war demands a greater space for the 
intelligence of the week, than the insertion of the p: litical intel- 
ligence would allow. 

The Title and Index to the 10th vulume shall be given with the 


next number. 
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SPORT LOYAL. 





The following account of a hoax attempted to be played 
offupon Mr. Hunt, on his late visit to Chester, deserves 
preservation ; as showing the precise quantity of brains, 
honor, and spiret of a loyal company, in a provincial 
fown, inthe year 1823. The King’s Arms Kitchen So- 
ciety, has been the leading “sTuPID CLUB” of Chester 
for many years ; and we are pleased to see it 1s not likely 
to lose its laurels. 


MR. HUNFP IN CHESTER. 


[From the Liverpool Mercury. | 


We promised in our last to expose certain transactions 
ina community of low life at Chester, the Members of 
which we have very appropriately denominated tlie  Kid- 
dies of the Kitchen,” a title which will adhere to them as 
long as they exist. Fromthe statement in the Chester 
Chronicle, it would appear that the kiddies rejoice exceed- 
ingly at having practised a hoax upon Mr. Hunt; they seem 
to revel in glorious triumph at having played off a success- 
ful lie ; a triumph to which their habits must strongly at- 
tach them, and to which they alone, of all the various 
parties in Chester, would ever lay claim. They are wel- 
come to it, and the record of it ought to be branded on 
their forehead. 

Mr. Hunt visited Chester for the purpose of conveying 
io Mr. Harrison and Mr. Swann, prisoners in the Castle, 
a sum of money which had been subscribed for them at 
Birmingham. This afforded an opportunity which the 











THE BLACK DWARF, 245 


kiddies could not neglect of practising their pot-house 
tricks and insulting a political opponent ; and we here give 
the Chronicle's own account of the proceeding. 

‘ Hunt’s arrival in the city on Wednesday, was soon 
noised about—and considerable anxiety was excited to 
have a view of a personage who had made such a distur- 
bance in the country. Chester, however, is the worst place 
in the kingdom, in which he could expect to meet with 
‘ kindred spirits,’ and pubiic curiosity, therefore, was 
but little likely to be gratified. In this emergency, a de- 
coy was resorted to by aparty of tradesmen, who meet 
together in the King’s Arms Kitchen; a letter was ad- 
dressed to Hunt, who took up his residence at the Albion 
Hotel, and as no other mode was calculated to be success- 
ful, it purported to come from the Caairman of cettain 
“ Friends of Reform,’ who assembled there! The bait 
was greedily swatlowed, and the Lord of Glastonbury, 
in his acknowledgement of its receipt, ‘' from some friends 
of Reform,” observed, that “ he was in hopes he might 
have remained incog, but as that was not the case, he 
would esteem a call from his reforming correspondent a 
favour.’’ But this would not do; the orator must be had 
in propria persona, if possible, and another epistle was 
therefore dispatched ; it took admirably, and the Loyal 
King’s Arms Kitchen had the satisfaction of soon seeing 
him in company ! 

We will not pause to admire the optical powers of a 
kitchen which can see, but shall proceed to lay before our 
readers a atatement, of the correctness of which we have 
most unquestionable evidence, describing the conduct of 
the kiddies towards Mr. Hunt after his arrival in the kitchen 
and as our account of the affair is a true one, it will of 
course differ most materially from that of the Chester 
Chronicle. 

Mr. Foutkes, a liquor-dealer, was in the chair, and the 
room was tolerably full when Mr. Hunt arrived. He was 
received in an apparently friendly manner by Mr. Walker, 
who is, we believe, master of the Assay-office, and who 
handed Mr. Hunt toaseat. Many of the company scemed 
quite on the alert to enjoy a quiz, While others appeared 
opposed to any insult being offered to one who was invited 
amoung them. Mr. Hunt said he had received two notes of 
invitation, signed by Mr. Lloyd as chairman, and inquired 
if he were present, observing that he, Mr. Hunt, was not 
acquainted with any resident 1a Chester. No person an- 
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swered to the name, although one Lloyd, a chairmaker, 
was present; and Mr. Hunt then said he began to suspect 
that it was a hoax. He had been informed that the writ- 
ing Was very similar to that of the editor of the Chester 
Chronicle. [Wemay here observe that the editor himself 
has reported this fact in the Chronicle, and has not denied 
that the writing was his.] Mr. Hunt then inquired if the 
editor was present. He answered in the negative, 

although Mr. Hanshall was in the room. During this time 
Sev piak individuals drank to the health of Mr. Hunt, when 
Mr. Walker remarking that they were out of order, rose 
and pronounced a lone eulogium on Mr. Hunt, thanking 
him for his centlemanly politeness i in accepting their i invi- 
tation, hoping he would remain in the city another day, 

assuring him that he (Mr. Walker) would make it agree- 
able to him by showing him the antiquities of the place, 

and complimenting him on his public principles, ‘his can- 
dour and his consistency, and on the courage with which 
he had always fearlessly avowed his opinions. He con- 
cluded by proposing the health of Mr. Hunt, which was 
drunk by all the company, standing uncovered. Mr. 

Hunt replied that his visit to Chester was occasioned as we 
have above stated; and he entered upon several political 
observations, in the course of which he alluded to the 
motto of ‘ King and Constitution,’ placed on the wall. He 
said, he had ever been a friend to the King and constitution, 
and in all his public life be had acted from the dictates of 
his conscience, which he should continue to do until con- 
vinced of being in error. He then alluded to the privacy 
of his arrival and of his intended departure, and incidentally 
mentioned his residence at the Albion Hotel. ‘This brought 
up Mr. Walker, who had frequently interrupted his speech, 

and who now declared that the Albion was an inn erected 
by their (Walker’s) party, for the express purpose of op- 
posing the overgrown power of an aristocratical tyrant — 
On this subject ‘he spoke at great length, :.ot permitting 
Mr. Hunt to conclude his address. 

The chairman gave a toast which excited a laugh, ‘ A 
true-‘:earted Briton, who has fought for his king and coun- 
try—Coolnel Barnston.’ [Not tbe Duke of Wellington, 
as stated in the Chronicle. | Mr. Eiunt was asked fora 
toast. He said ':e was notin the habit of giving toasts or 
sentiments, but he would propose, ‘ May the sun never 
set una tyrant. nor rise on a slave.’ Mr. Walker con- 
tinued a sort of bye conversation with Mr. Hunt, asking 
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him questions as to his age, and, among the rest, how 
his friend Bridle was. Mr. Hunt resented this kind of 
irony with proper indignation, and begged to know who 
it was that was thus familiar with him. Mr. Walker said, 
‘ My name is Foulkes, I ama dealer in wines, a gin-spin- 
ner, &e.’ He sla wpped Mr. Hunt frequently on the knee 
and shoulder alternately, dec'aring they were friends, and 
all jolly fellows together, until Mr. Hunt peremptorily for- 
bade such freedoms, saying that he wos accustomed to the 
society of gentlemen. Mr. Walker made a vulgar reply, 
and afterwards rose to propose a sentiment. He spoke at 
some length, but sat down without giving the sentiment. 
He was reminded of this, and then observed, that he would 
again propose the health of Mr. Hunt. Mr. Hanshall 
immediately stammered out, ‘ No, no; Hunt’s a damned 
rascal, and as great a weather-cock as his friend Cobbett.’ 
Murmurs of disapproba‘tion arose; Mr. Hunt demanded 
an explanation; Mr. Walker declared that no one should 
insult Mr. Hunt; and Mr. Hanshall said it was merely a 
lapsus lingue, and that he thought it was Hunt, the qua- 
ker, whose health was proposed. (T his specimen of mean 
subterfuge on tlhe one hand, and of impudent libel on the 
other, exceeds anything we ever witnessed even in the 
columns of the Chester Chroniele. | Mr. Hunt replied, scorn- 
fully, « Ah! that is nicely done.’ All this time Mr. 
Walker and Mr. Hanshallseemed io understand each other, 
and it was evident thit nothing but insult was intended 
towards Mr. Hunt. Indeed, two or three tradesmen from 
Liverpool, who had been spectators of these proceedings 
told the company so, and advised Mr. Hunt to retire with 
them. He did so; and although he took his leave ina 
polite manner, he was followed by a most disgusting and 
insulting expression from Mr. Walker. 

Mr. Hunt and the gentlemen we have mentioned pro- 
ceeded to the Albion, the gentlemen informing Mr. Hunt 
that Mr. Hanshall, the editor, had been all the time in 
company, althoug h denied to him by name, and that it was 
Mr. Walker who had assumed the name of Foulkes. They 
had scarcely reached Mr. Hunt’s apartment at the inn, 
when Mr. Walker intruded himself into the room, saying, 
‘Mr. Hunt, let us not part thus.’ Mr. Hunt stopped him, 
and said, ‘ When { asked you for your name, you gave 
me a false one, and a man capable of such an act is not 
fit company for me. This is my private room, and I desire 
you will walk out. Did you not give me a false nane. 
sir?’ Mr. Walker replied that it was partly so, and part- 
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ly not so! Mr. Hunt rang the bell ; the landlord and the 
waiter appeared ; and Mr. Hunt asked whether he was 
to be thus intruded upon in his private room. Mr. 
Walker observed that Mr. Hunt might be doing an inju- 
ry to the landlord by calling for his interference, and ‘ re- 
member,’ said he to Mr. Tomlinson, the landlord, ¢ this 
will appear in print.’ Mr. ‘Tomlinson replied, that when 
the gentleman engaged the apartment he did not know 
who he was, but it was his private room, and neither Mr. 
Walker, nor any one else, should insult a gentleman in 
his house. Mr. Hunt, still preserving that coolness which 
any one under heavy recognizances to keep the peace 
does well to maintain, repeated his demand that Mr. 
Walker should leave the room. Mr. Walker, then strut- 
ting more into the room, and swelling out most impor- 
tantly, declared he would not be turned ont, but that if 
Mr. Tomlinson would go first he would follow. ‘This 
ceremony was performed, Mr. Walker exclaiminy at his 
exit, ‘ You see J am not turned ont,’—and Mr. Hunt re- 
plying, ‘ You are a bully and a blackguard.’ 

Let the world read this statement, and then let us know 
what individual in society, whether tory, whig, or radical, 
would refuse to allow fhe ‘ Kiddies’ all the triumph they 
can derive from their conduct. Their laurels wilt never be 
covetted ; they may wear them over their asses’ ears in 
any street in Chester, or may hang them as trophies over 
every saucepan and kettle on the ‘ kitchen’ walls, where 
no gtance of envy will ever blight them. Green may 
they remain, and conspicuously may they bloom, until 
something like common sense and decency shall actuate 
their possessors, who, feeling that in these disgraceful 
proceedings they have committed a moral suicide upon the 
dignity of man, shall be glad to be allowed to bury their 
laurels, and the forged invitations together, at the Four- 
-ends-lane. 

PROCEEDINGS RESPECTING EASTER OFFER- 
INGS, AT LEEDS. 
Ea 
To the Editor. 











Sir,—After waiting some time to see how Mr. Sadler 
and Mr.Dobson would go on with theirillegal proceedings, 
relating to the Easter offerings, L shall, through the medium 
of your publication, state to you and to the public what has 
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been going on for some months past in this town, between 
Mr. Sadler, Mr. Dobson, and the persons summoned for 
refusing to comply with this unjust demand. There have 
been from thirty to forty persons summoned, and nearly the 
whole have refused to comply, until the magistrates show 
them the law whereon the vicar claims his right to Easter 
offerings ; but this they have always refused to do, stating, 
at the same time, there was a law whereon the vicar had 
an undoubted claim to demand the Easter offerings, and 
that they would compel them to pay the demand, or other- 
wise they would send them warrants of distress, which 
they have not failed to do in some cases, that of Joseph 
Heoan, Joseph English, Joseph Handly, and Charles 
Steward; these four have had their goods seized by the 
orders of Mr. Sadler and Mr. Dobson. None of the parties 
summoned would have refused compliance, provided the 
magistrates shewed them the law, although they never 
would have acknowledged the right to be compelled to 
give support to a set of over-pampered priests, who have 
more than sufficient already ; and our magistrates, Mr. 
Sadler and Mr. Dobson, seem bent on giving every assist- 
ance in their power to oppress and annoy those who have 
refused to comply with the vicar’s demand, as my case 
will prove. I have been twice summoned before them, and 
was one of the last sixteen, and my summons was not de- 
livered until eight o’clock in the morning that 1 was to 
appear in court by eleven; and being a working man | 
had little or no time to prepare myself. I was called into 
court next in turn to Mr. Fox, and took the same grounds 
of objection against the mayor’s open court as he did— 
after some altercation I was allowed to call into court a 
number of persons to hear what might pass—I did so in 
order that the proceedings of the day might go on, but at 
the same time said, that the magistrates were doing wrong 
in not allowing the court to be open to all, and was an- 
No. 7. Vol. XE. 
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swered it was a favour granted tome that Lhad no right 
to. Afier I had called six or seven persons into court 
besides two others to give bail for me if required so to do. 
to bring the nght and title of the vicar to Easter offerings 
into question, the mayor asked the vicar’s apparitor if he 
had given me twenty day’s notice. He said he had: I then 
was asked if I had received the notice, to which I answered 
in the affirmative, but that the summons and the notice did 
uot agree as to the amount demanded—the notice left at 
my house was one shilling and eightpence, and the sum- 


mons was one shilling and fourpence ; besides having been 


summoned before them before for one shilling and ciht- 


pence, I did not know, out of such a variety of statements. 


vil 


which of them (if any} was right; but the reply from our 


J ‘ . 


magistrates was, “ that it did not matter ; | was now sum- 


moned for one shilling and fourpence, and that I had only 


_ 


to say whether I would pay the demand made upon me or 
not !”’-—I replied that it was upon conditions, but had no 
sooner said so than I was stopt by the mayor an 1linformes. 
that they had nothing to do with any conditions whatever. 
—I was about to reply when J was again stopt, and in- 
formed that they would net suffer me to state my condi- 
tions, as I had only to say whether I would pay the de- 
mand or not. Now, Sir, who can dispute the sagacity of 
our magistrates to summon persons before them on a com- 
plaint made in writing by the vicar, to show cause why 
they refiise to comply, and then not be suffered to speak in 
their owndefence, nor will they have any thing to cio 
with his conditions. Why cite persons before them! Why 
not send them warrants of distress as soon as the apparitor 
calls at their houses ? It would be far less trouble and ex- 
pense, and more justice in the case, than to cite persons 
before them, and not suffer them to speak in their own de- 
fence.—Talk of sagacity—but here is a piece of downright 
tyranny, and this done, too. by our mayor. who Is said to bi 
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a very plous man, a God-fearing man; and | am informed 
that he was one of the guardians of the religious liberties 
of the methodist society —A pretty guardian, indeed—he 
must be one of the guardians of the tongue, and not one 
of those who act agreeable to that rule of doing unto 
others as he would that others should do unto him. But 
io return to his open court, with the door two inches 
open, and a stont vagrant-catcher at the back of it. After 
the refusal to allow me to state my conditions, I gave into 
the hands of the mayor an appeal, in substance the same 
as Mr. Fox, but this he also refused to accept or even 
to allow it to be read. i told him it was drawn up by a 
professional man—he did not care what if was, he would 
not receive 1. ; but after some conversation with Mr. Dob- 
son he ordered the deputy town-clerk to take 1t—lie did 
so, opened and looked into it, wrote something on the 
back of it, and put it on the table before them. I then told 
the mayor that | had bailifit was required, but the answer 
was, we have nothing more to do with you, although they 
have sent me notice to pay seven shillings costs for not 
complying with this unjust, this illegal demand. Mr. Fox 
and myself entered an appeal at our sessions, (yesterday ) 
and we hope by the assistance of our fellow townsmen 
we shall be able to overthrow this clerical imposition. ! 
am informed, by a person who can be relied upon, that the 
whole of the warrants of distress are signed against the last 
persons summoned who have not complied, and none have 
complied but two, so that we may expect a seizure every 
moment. Hoping that you will not fail to give our mayor 
as sound a rap on the knuckles as his conduct deserves, as 
also to call upon my fellow townsmen to assist each other 
in trying to overthrow this clerical imposition, 
} remain, yours truly, 
JOSEPH TAYLOR 


school ( lose. Leeds. Lug So 
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{Nore sy tHE Brack Dwarr.|—I can only repeat that there 
is no law to authorise this demand. Many vicars have never claimed 
these offerings at all. Many others allow they have no claim for 
them. And none of them can shew any law for them. Ihave al- 
ways steadily refused payment ; and they have been too prudent to 
attempt to compel me. I will never pay them, until they are legally 
made payable by a statute /aw, and if [had any reason to fear any 
attempt being made upon my goods and chattels, 1 would bespeak 
the assistance of some half-a-dozen of my neighbours, and try whether 
either Mr. Sadler or Mr. Dobson, or any of their tools, could rob 
me of my property. I never heard of such audacious blockheads, 
for we will not say worse of them, because they may plead that 
they are fools, to release themselves from the consequence of being 
accused as knaves :—butit is abuminable that such fellows, who 
cannot issue a warrant of distress for a legal debt until it is proped, 
should lend themselves to an extortionate priest, to enforce an il- 
legal demand. I say, itis monstrous; and I would stand at my 
threshold, and defend my goods. I do not advise any hody to do 
this, but I would do it. Neither the priest nor the mayor should 
rob me of my Bible. Mr, Fox and Mr. Taylor have done right in 
entering an appeal; and if the town does not support them in the 
prosecution of it, it will deserve to be priest-ridden and priest-bitten, 
and to be saddled with such mayors and magistrates to the end of 
time. But an appeal to the quarter-sessions will not, we fear 
answer the purpose. The Bible-stealers of Huddersfield may come 
down to support their fellows at Leeds. Between this and next 
term I will see whether I cannot get some counsel to take up the 
flogging matter; and perhaps we may combine the two. Two 
magistrates in Ireland have been punished recently for their brutal 
and illegal conduct; and the example may be followed here. In the 
mean time,let those who have not too much at stake resist imposition 
by all legal means; and let those who cannot contest the matter, 
support those who do. This will soon put an end to the attempt 
to defraud those whose families want their money much more than 
a man who is already paid twice as much as his services can be 
worth. 
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